

ADOPTED 5/22/12




Introduced by Council Member Carter:
RESOLUTION 2012-314-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING CSX TRANSPORTATION, JM FAMILY ENTERPRISES INC, SOUTHEAST TOYOTA DISTRIBUTORS LLC, RAMCO-GERSHENSON PROPERTIES TRUST, THE BOEING COMPANY, THE EARLY LEARNING COALITION OF DUVAL, THE GATE FOUNDATION, JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS LLC, REGENCY CENTERS, AND FLORIDA BLUE, FOR THEIR SPONSORSHIP OF THE JAX KIDS BOOK CLUB AND COMMITMENT TO CHILDREN IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Jax Kids Book Club is a program that serves children from all areas of Jacksonville; and 


WHEREAS, the program aims to get high quality books into the homes of all Jacksonville 4-year-olds; improve the literacy rate and school readiness skills of these children, and give parents practical tools to help their children become early learners, ready for school; and 

 
WHEREAS, each year more than 10,000 children join the Book Club and since the program’s inception in 2004, nearly 75,000 4 year-olds have participated; and 

WHEREAS, the funding for the printing and production of the books has migrated from public funds to 100 percent private donations, administered by the Jacksonville Children’s Commission with support provided by The Community Foundation in Jacksonville; setting a shining example of Mayor Brown’s public-private partnership model; and

WHEREAS, through the generosity of the corporate sponsors, the Jax Kids Book Club continues to help make pre-kindergarteners more prepared to learn and succeed; and 

 
WHEREAS, thousands of children of the City of Jacksonville have learned more about their city and received quality books through CSX Transportation sponsored “We Love Our River!”, JM Family Enterprises/Southeast Toyota Distributors LLC sponsored “We’re Going Green!”, Ramco-Gershenson Properties Trust/River City Marketplace sponsored “River City Clock Tower”, The Boeing Company sponsored “We Salute our Military!”, The Early Learning Coalition of Duval sponsored “We’re Going to Kindergarten!”, the GATE Foundation sponsored “We Love the Library!”, the Jacksonville Jaguars LLC sponsored “We Say Go Jaguars!”, and Regency Centers’ sponsored “We Say Thank You City Helpers!”— all carried about in the Florida Blue sponsored Book Bag; and
WHEREAS,
through the Book Club more than two million books have been distributed to children in Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, absent the corporate sponsors support, the Book Club would cease to exist; and

WHEREAS, last fall, at the 2011 National League of Cities' Congress of Cities National Conference and Exposition in Phoenix, Arizona, the Jax Kids Book Club was highlighted as one of 24 programs from cities throughout the US, as setting an example for creative collaborations, increased efficiency and enhanced quality of life; and

WHEREAS, through collaboration with the National League of Cities during the past seven years, the City of Jacksonville has been recognized as a leader for best practices for early literacy, with the Jax Kids Book Club serving as the national model for city-led book clubs for more than 40 cities across 19 states, who have adopted Jacksonville’s methods for launching or modifying existing book clubs in their city; and 
WHEREAS, most recently, on April 20, 2012, The Jax Kids Book Club received the JAX Chamber’s “JAX Boldest” award, by way of votes from the community, for making innovative and bold achievements in our region; and now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Honoring and Commending.  The City Council does hereby honor and commend CSX Corporation Inc., JM Family Enterprises Inc., Southeast Toyota Distributors, LLC, Ramco-Gershenson Properties Trust, The Boeing Company, The Early Learning Coalition of Duval, The GATE Foundation, Jacksonville Jaguars LLC, Regency Centers, and Florida Blue for their generous contributions to the Jax Kids Book Club, the literacy of our youth and the future of our city.

Section 2.

Effective Date. 
This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Margaret M. Sidman
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